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Politics, Pedagogy, CLAGS Forms New Advocacy Committee
Finally, March 11-13, "Crossing Borders II: 
Autobiography, Testimony, and 
Self-Figuration in Latino/a and Latin 
American Literature" will be staged at the 
Graduate Center. Sponsored by a generous 
gift from the Michael C.P. Ryan Estate, Ana 
Mita Betancourt, Executor, and organized by 
CLAGS Board members Oscar Montero 
(CUNY) and Arnaldo Cruz-Malave 
(Eordham), assisted by Ramon Rivera-Servera 
(CUNY), this three-day conference will host 
international speakers, scholars, authors, and 
performers in an intimate investigation of 
the ways in which experience shapes 
scholarship and art at the site of identity.
I do hope you'll be able to join us for these 
events, as well as for our continuing, monthly 
colloquium series. CLAGS's events are 
fashioned from the stuff of our intellectual 
and activist commitments. Join the dialogue 
and the debate, and share in the ways in 
which ideas can shape our history and our 
future.
During the 1990s, attacks on the arts and higher education have 
demonized Women's Studies and Gay/Lesbian Studies, as well as those 
courses designed to make higher education available to academically 
underprivileged students. The CLAGS Board of Directors has come to 
feel that CLAGS should be taking a leading role in debates that use 
homophobia, racism, and sexism to justify cuts in funding for the arts 
and education, restrictions on freedom of academic and artistic 
expression, and policies that restrict access to higher learning. Eor this 
reason, we have formed a Board committee for advocacy in the arts and 
education.
So far, the Advocacy Committee has focused on three priorities: foster­
ing media contact, strengthening a sense of unity within the CUNY and 
SUNY systems, and participating in intellectual publics outside of the 
academy, including those among educators who work with youth. To 
establish a better media presence for lesbian and gay scholars, 
committee members participated in a GLAAD media workshop 
designed especially for CLAGS, and our staff is assembling a CLAGS 
press kit. So that individual scholars working in the CUNY and SUNY 
systems feel less isolated and vulnerable, we have established an 
electronic listserv that can distribute information and mobilize action 
quickly. We are also working on a face-to-face Roundtable Discussion 
for CUNY and SUNY scholars in LGBT and related areas of study at our 




Gendersexstudies-I is an electronic mailing list 
sponsored by CLAGS and hosted by the server at 
Brooklyn College. It is designed to enhance 
communication among teachers and scholars 
dedicated to the study of gender and sexuality. 
Recent events at SUNY New l-taltz suggest that 
funding cuts and threats to secondary and higher 
education will often center around debates on 
gender and sexuality. We hope that by combining 
our support and resources, this list will help us 
better respond to these attacks. If you decide to 
subscribe, please use this list for discussion as you 
wish, but please remember that its primary 
purpose is to facilitate timely responses to attacks 
on the study ctf gender and sexuality in the 
academy.
Gendersexstudies-I is a private, unmoderated list. 
To subscribe, send a message to 
majordomo@brooklyn.cuny.edu with 
subscribe gendersexstudies-l in the BODY of the 
message. If you have any other questions about 




Einally, and perhaps most importantly, we recognize that people outside 
of the university system are central to the progress of lesbian and gay 
studies. The success of our Seminars in the City reading and discussion 
series has already given us a sense of the intellectual, political, and 
artistic energy that thinkers outside the academy contribute to our 
shared inquiry. We are currently putting together the 1999-2000 series, 
which may include semesters on public sex. Latino/a identities and 
sexualities, and transgender politics. We are also having discussions 
amongst ourselves as to how best to begin sharing resources and 
intellectual forums with educators working in elementary and 
secondary schools. Conversations between Advocacy Committee 
members and educators who work with youth suggest to us that a 
conference on pedagogical and curricular issues may be the best way to 
begin.
The Advocacy Committee welcomes member input about what we're 
doing. There are only six of us, but we do like to hear from members 
about what you think are pressing issues in the arts and education. 
Please forward your comments to the CLAGS office.
Elizabeth Freeman
CLAGS Board Member and Advocacy Committee Chair
3
